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Editorial

unning through this edition is a recurrent theme — the

use and abuse of authority. We did not plan it that

way, but having asked for some informative articles

from the contributors, together with reports from overscas

and a summary of the lecture by visiting speaker, Dr Carol

Christ, the arcas of concern seem to fall into this broad subject
heading,

Perhaps it is a good opportunity to reflect on our

approach to the use of power and authoriry since we have

some wonderful subject matter in these pages. Do we bask

in the advantages that we have obtained from the abuse of

power by others in the past and simply accept the status quo
because we had no part in bringing it about? The article by
l'ather Ted Kennedy reminds me of the hurt 1 once felt
because a group of Aborigines did not come to a
reconciliation Mass thar a number of us had arranged. I had
failed 1o appreciare the institutional hurt that had been
suffered by those invited and also failed to appreciate that
they were unable to extricate me from the failings of the
institution. Our awareness of this should emphasize the need
to go to extra lengths to overcome the effects that the abuse
of aurhority has produced as we attempt to build the
telationships that will demonstrare what our faith means.
Father Peter Kennedy provides some wonderful insights
into the way institutionalisation can create blindness to the
very things that the institution was supposed to be promoting:
‘Does authority build me up or put me down?” is the poignant
question that he asks. The authoritarianism that puts people
down appears to be more and more what we experience in
the institutional Church today. We sce instances of people
being banned from premises because their views differ from
those in authority, not only in Australia, but also in other
Countries as indicated in our International Observations.
Much has been written in recent months about the rise
Of ultra-conservative forces within Christian churches in the
USA and in Australia and about their strong endorsement of
fonservative governments. The conservative governments in
!Joth of these countrics have used this trend to give
Justification to many policies that continue (0 increase the
83p between the rich and the poor. In this climate the witness
that is piven by the churches becomes very ambiguous.
While we are inspired by those who write so lucidly about
the disnppoiming shortcomings of our institutional Church
and we take some comfort in the exrent to which they conlirm

our own viewpoint, the situation still leaves many with a
deep sense of frustration. Is there anything we can do about
it? Will anything that we attempt to do make a difference?

The approach being taken by ARC is to attempt to make
a difference, difficult as that may be. Tn Svdney alone we see
publicly visible examples of aurhoritarianism exercised in
the insensitivity towards Aborigines in the inner city parish
of Redfern, in the takeover of parishes and their functions
against the will of parishioners, and in the banning of
speakers from premises simply because their views are not
liked.

The ARC Secretariat will continue to keep members
informed of the situatons where it is clearly evident that
the spirit that we expect in our Church is heing eroded by
the misuse and abuse of authority. We will speak out on
your behalf when we judge that we have a clear view of
unsatisfactory situations and we welcome input from all
members about the issues to be addressed and the manner
in which we seek to bring them into a wider consciousness.
As our membership grows we hope to be able o show a
different perspective, shared by a significant number of
Catholics, thar is often more in tune with the way Jesus would
have acted. Let us remember that it is ‘our Church’ and,
when we respond to the Spirit, it thrives more on what we
say and do than on anything else.
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