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l release of the report on governance and its 8¢
DO our bIShOpS need d Strong recommendations would allow not just wider debate
and input to the bishops for their consideration at

message from the Pope? their November Plenary but timely implementation of

pressing reforms identified in the report. There is

he Royal Commission into Institutional Responsedif§2dy a degree of concern about the desire of tr
Child Sexual Abuse identified an urgent need AYgtralian Bishops Conference for reform, not
revision of governance in the Catholic Church. THaPed by the lack of transparency shown last year |
culture of clericalism, with its inherent power, was identifief@gl€cision not to publish submissions made to the
a significant factor in this abuse and deficiencies in goverfidfBa"y Council. The denial of an earlier release of tt
were criticised for allowing the ceuprof such abuse. The€XPert report does little to allay this pessimism.
subsequent report by an expert committee into ChJr&ihaps it is now time for the Pope to provide more
governance has now been received by the Australian bidlGR.C t 1 vV € and direct o€
But their decision to defer its release before consideratiof@grchy in this structural reform process.
them at their November Plenary has been greeted with some Rob Butler
di smay. These are matters requiring urgent action
coursed approach of the Bishops Conference would
indicate a lukewarm desire for progress.
In general, Pope Francis has chosen to lead by example, as IN THIS ISSUE
illustrated by his humility and his pastoral care in his dealings
with the poor and marginalised. However, sometimes
than just inspiration is needed. He gave strong leadershi
the publication ofAmoris Laetiti@xhorting bishops to ac
locally in adopting a less rigorous approach to the questiop. of . ,
6i rregulard marriages and B'l[l(gpwmr@'TheFange"gC"éayﬁpetedfpcga’F?emﬁg?humht”sri4e E
Sacrament Dbeing described| by RhisGpaghtyTke PellBegios +4-5 a prii z
perfect but powerful medi giwmESSJ®tke eblcadld: Qablcdntdnt BoRotFe@istotragedf O r
The findings of the Royal Commission require strong ..56
leadership from the Church hierarchy. The Pope has notbeen  yeqy Gonzales: An Easter Reflection ... 67
reticent in condemning clericalism, describing it as a sin
both clerics and the ldityhe former for adopting a positio
of superiority and the latter for accepting it! He has scarned
clerical pomposi tpy,i ed e s du racsi noghoRE Y% e dages (qrioon) ... 9
of t he god Narci ssus?o. | | PAlan Clague: Qriginal S, Infant Bgptism, Myeh dndSex ..n0-11 o f

gove _r nance, . he has expres eN‘EW B(ﬁ)KChqs@eﬁgi\ty:rvﬁns&jez&e}é: The @riginsg‘ Sy ni
and an inverted pyramid structure rather than -alowp Christian Misogyny ... 11

approach. He sees the Pope fndisGa® MRidofbidfichish 91813 t he

\?Vlhilg ':hetz Irense?nce hofetPZe H?)Ir So ;Ir\gtois rr?orne devidlenlt o N uch: e b loffen? Y49 1 C €80
P y =P Margaret Knowlden: The Lord’s Prayer, a critique ... 14

W
through the teachings of Pope Francis, there are man ,
instances where necessary reform demands more than justAlan Holroyd: ARC's Early Days Remembered ... 15
listening and guiding. lllustrator: Alan Holroyd
The progress of reform through the Pl_enary Cou_ncl IS Subscription Form, Secretariat, Have your Say,
already delayed by the COVID pandemic. Immediat
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for
?oshua J. McElwee: An Australian bishop speaks about a national
church fraught with division’ ... 8-9
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LetterS to the Edltor JJSI a wee email to thank you for your timely words in
the latesARCVoic€76).

| am a lapsed cathdlidor want of a better tefiin
JJ hn Buggyds Editorial @ndbhave ®ynd theargugents af Chastogher Hitchens o |
about the Bishof)dis veyoand Hephemkdyejust {0 pame a couple, most compelling
informative for right now. | am a member of our parigtnd very much up for mature and reasonable debate. |
dMan Caved which is a memrye dioddds siogne @Prfodpemsel b
month, and when the subject of the Plenary Courfila) to be outwardly generous, open to doubt, keen for
arose, no one had an explanation. Next meeting, pesgent argument and incredibly funny as well.
COVID 19, 1611 hand out c dhgre eeemsoaf paurity iokesled Caristians dhate |
Alan Holroyd even get close to their level of enquiry, and their
evidence base is often empirical and hard won!
I always look forward to reading the inspiring storiesinl 8 m not champi oning the ¢
ARCVoiceand the March edition was no exceptiofiowever, | think and feel that their unabashed claims
The thoughprovoking articles by John Buggy, Pamnake for interesting contemplation.
Collins and Robert Mickens were especially relevantt am bitterly disappointed in the church | was
And add to that list the insightful commentary of Nidkrought up in, and not unlike the current Corona virus, |
Brodie and John Warhurst. It all gives me hope and heaxtwitness to a plethora of ignorance, poorly researched
that a calto-action is urgently required. But by who ariiesis statements and defensiveness.

when? To everyone there, keep up the great work. | thank you once again for your insightful offefings
Drew Porter quite a salve in these days of dread and despair.

Damien Dignam

How ARCVoice Comes to You

We are reminded by Alan Holroyd, our lstamding cartoonist, thARCVoicéhas been

sent out to members since October 2001 (see p.15). While Margaret Knowlden selects
material and prepares the layout, the overall content is reviewed by the Secretariat and there have
been a number of willing proofreaders who have assisted over the years.

What is not so evident is the very important, and somewhat laborious, task of collating,
packaging and posting the hundreds of copies every three months. ARC owes a huge debt of
gratitude taBarbara and Martin Brannanwho have taken on this task since 2004, along with
help from their family members gathered around the family table. Both of them are now unable to
drive and, coupled with the need to streamline the printing part of the process, we have needed to
move to a new manner of preparation and distribution. We thank Barbara, Martin and their family
very sincerely and wish them good health into the future.

Through our Printer, Fine Impressions, we have engaged Unisson to undertake the distribution.
This business service employs people with mild disability who are carefully supervised to handle
the packaging. The printer and the management of Unisson undertake the coordination, we just
supply the copy file and address lists, and in doing so we support an organisation providing
supported employment to people with disabilities.

Why do we post out copies rather than just have each edition on line like other reform groups
do? It is because we want other people to pick it up out of curiosity and take an interest in Church
reform, perhaps even becoming memherthey sometimes doThat is why we sometimes
send you a second copy to distribute to other interested people

In addition, a copy goes out to every Australian bishop each time. It is not as easy to flick as an
e-mail.
John Buggy
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The pandemiC may Speed world, we are experiencing what many Catholics,

such as those in Amazonia, have experienced for

Up Change in the ChurCh years and which is the obvious future for the whole

world. We are no longer able to gather in presbyter
Bill Grimm led liturgies as we have known them for centuries.

Ordaining married men, allowing ordained men
Unplanned for, unexpected and, perhaps, even undesired, 9 9

. e t o marry, or-dai @e m@ (O
the approaching end of the cultic priesthood has been importing clerics from other countries, ordaining
accelerated by our present situation womerii none of these steps, whether possible or

not, will stop the inevitable future of a Church
The pandemic is changing just abowthout priests as we have known them.

everything. That is clearest in the people\ye are beginning to find ways to celebrate our
_ who sicken, those who die, those whoggin without being together in a building, forced to
lives are upended, those whose livelihood Rag: creativity by the pandemic. The least creative
disappeared. These are some of the direct effec%g{,onse has been to eitherdiveam or videotape

the disease. Masses, turning them into spectator events like

There are many other effects not directly relafe@tball matches or the unrestored-agican II
to the illness that are manifesting themselves in litwsgy. Even if it might satisfy some, months (as
context of the pandemic. A major one is tteeems | i kel y) of +{andsoi ng
proliferationofants ci enti fi ¢ o6t hehowdswWi lof ewenhBuyaluk hwaopr
behind the scourge. So some péoptenvinced Liturgy is not a spectator sport. The word itself
that spread of the virus is aided, if not causedg¢ ans Oactivity of the p
telecommunications  equipnferitave  burned programs and tune out.

in.ternet transmissiqn towers .in the Qnited Unplanned for, unexpected and, perhaps, even
Kingdom. An archbishop in Sri Lanka, withoyingesired, the approaching end of the cultic
presenting any eviden CResthobd@his réhVaRdBIE&S by Huf présént
that the virus was created by researchers. Conspiggyion. Catholics are beginning to find new ways
theorists are working overtime to find any unreasgnshare faith with each other. We must believe this
at all t_hat, in their minds, refutes what research and search inspired by the Holy Spirit, who will not
expertise have repeatedly demonstrated. leave us bereft of the opportunity to gather in the

Other trends that had already been moviiga me and r e al presence O
through societies at various speeds have accelerafedf, forms that will take. The longer the present
while those societies are preoccupied. Racist $ifi¢ation lasts, the more likely it is that the Spirit will
antikdemocratic movements in societies afiovoke various responses.

governments have advanced their objectives iy pnew digital age of communications offers
Europe, the United States and elsewhere. ways for communities to gather across vast

The Catholic Church, too, is undergoing a grélgtances. Someone in East Africa can worship with
change under pressure from the present situati@fiers in Scandinavia, South America and Oceania.
Some of that change was already underway, but @Ryjously, sharing the Eucharist will mean
now accelerate. It is not clear where that will leg@mething different from what has been the norm.
For decades, the decline in the number of prieBt¢aking bread and sharing the cup may take place
has been obvious to us all. The answer until ngsultaneously, though not in the same location. In
has been for leaders in the Vaficamere there is that case. the declaration that the bread and wine are
a surplus of priests, but a shortage ofiladycall the Body and Blood of the Lord will take place in
for more prayer and satchre 1§ cat hedleedd | g MMBELMIdtsY
to those prayers and sWhae imaxenothake peteher &MN.o 6

In the meantime, in much of the world, Catholics The vocation we have known as priesthood will,
do not have access t o Whether wedikedt praotifagde. That is gne thingave
fault, or is it ours MmMwst nloagarhnee dh ;mvwye v@od drse | al
Now, because the pandemic has required theive us the sort of cultic figures we either beg for
cancellation of liturgical gatherings in much of tagé demand. COVIEL9 may be accelerating a
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process that has already begun in various way&now that my opinions and wishes, one way or the

various places. That process is unlikely to bther, have no effect upon the inevitable. So, my

completed before this pandemic becomes histarjshes and your wishes, one way or the other, are
and things return more or lessstatus quo amdat irrelevant. The future will happen whether we like it

it has been accelerated. Attitudes, expectations andot. That is one more thing the new coronavirus

experiences will have changed. So, what would haweminding us.

taken two or three generations may do so in one OTBILL GRIMM s a Catholic priest and Maryknoll missioner who

two. | am not advocating this, nor bemoaning it. | lives in Japan.
' obvious. No judge worth his salt should ever try to
The Pe” DeC|S|On explain the concept to a jury, even if he was asked
, by a member of the jury.
Chris Geraghty Then a team of seven elite lawyers gathered to

scrutinise the evidence which themEmber jury
had heard and seen, and after two long days of
unanimous team of Justices have at ladiscussion in public (and who knows how many
decided that the members of the jury whdours of private sifting), and without knowing
had unanimously found the Cardinal guiltanything of the discussions and disagreements
of all charges were not thinking straight, owhich had occurred in the jury room or anything
reasonably. about the individual members of the jury (only that

The jury team had been thoroughly and properBll 12 had agreed on the findings of GUILTY), all
instructed by the chief judge of the County Court ifeven agreed as one that the jury finding had been
Victoria that having heard and carefully consider#¢ong, that all the jury members, if they had been
all the evidence, if they were to entertain @oing their job properly, should have had a
reasonabl e doubt as t oreasonablegoukd abguttke@ylt ofthe pacused, andh
duty-bound to enter verdicts of NOT GUILTY. that when they had all agreed on their verdicts, they

They had been summoned off the Melbourn @d @l I been thinking ou
streets, sat for weeks in secret listening to the Though in the end, they did not have a
evidence, presumably paid attention as the jud@g@sonable doubt, they should have had one.
delivered his solemn instructions to them, spentAgcording to the Justices of the High Court, the
few days going through the evidence they had he&\idence they had heard and discussed should have
in court and discussed it among themselves in tig§l these 12 people off the street to entertain a
jury room, back and forth, over and over again, onigasonable doubt. They had condemned a man
to conclude in the end that not one of them had whom the law presumed to be innocent until
reasonable doubt that Pell was guilty as charged. Proven beyond reasonable déuband at least to

All twelve of those chosen out of the barrel tgNe€M. the doyens of t_he Law, the proof had not
become Georgeds judges re_%clﬂed_ fhﬂ grop?_rehlglg séant_jgr% théees_,gsterp fifa
evidence demonstrated beyond reasonable dodig! PY Jury had failed. Sometimes the wisdom o
that the accused was GUILTY as charged. the professional elite trumps the nous and good

. . judgment of théoi polloi
Well, these were the lay contingent of judges, thue g ' POTOI

ordinary streetiise men and women of Melbourne, VoW, where does this whole painful and
pensive process leaveiPalid the complainant

about whom an elite team of lawyers were later & i . O
reveal that they had been thinking unreasona 8fmose evidence the jury and the_Vlctorlan Co_urt of
peal had found to be credible and reliable,

when they found George guilty, and that they h h Ll
not done their job propeflyeven though the law P € haps even compe 'ng.

p
would tell them t hat \{/aﬁétengénsftnidl[ul,s}é'@p%rr%%rs%’n
doubtd was so obvious @ly,gqgl@qu _quagailr_geto t he man
woman on the tram and in the factory’ that the Some want it said that justice has been done, or

meaning of the term did not need, and should népat the Cardinal has been proven innocent, that
be given, any further explanation or amplification. fruth has prevailed in the end.
was not a term of art. No mystery to it. Plain and Certainly, a form of justice has been done. The
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charges have progressed through the systendaofubt as to his guil t. M
justice in Australia, and Pell has come outtheothest i d heds not .

end with a flndlng that the evidence did not Circumstances show that there is a real
support, beyond reasonable doubt, the verdictsgogE obability that heds n

guilt and therefore, on the law as it stands in t8istain. The doubt as to his guilt, and therefore as
country at least, Pell can enjoy the presumption@his innocence, remains. The complainant has said
innocence until his guilt is proven. that the Cardinal assaulted him and his mate, but

But it is still only a presumption. It is not &hough his evidence was credible and reliable), he
declaration that the prelate did not do to the-altamay be wr ong. After al/l
boys what was alleged by the complainant. Witriesa serious allegation, reasonable doubt and the
Jbs r el i abwitess ewideneedstilllsthndpresuengtien of innocence.

0 the allegations are still out there, denied byif | were George, | would not be happy. And
Cardinal George (but not under oath at the hearifghyy, in addition, he faces the redacted findings of
and counterbalanced in the scales of our justic&H®y Royal Commission and a series of civil claims
the O6opportunityd evi dgdnstehim by alleged victims claiming piles of
Wedbre back where we gdmages.ed so many years ag
Nothing has been proven beyond reasonable doubtrhe civil proceedings may prove even more
The Cardinal has not been proven to be innbcenpainful and damaging since in the civil jurisdiction
or guilty. We still danerd fs nokpleS8uMptidhbeifinScentel o right' tdl t
It has not been proven that he did not do whatdfence and the onus of proof for the allegations is

alleged by the complainant. He goes free becagse burdensoriienot beyond reasonable doubt,
the Crown could not prove to the satisfaction of tiigt on the balance of probabilities.

members of the High Court (only to the members

X . L The civil con iS mor n. Par in
of the jury and the majority of the three Justlcesgi( e_civil contest is more eve arty against

rty. The Cardinal will presumably be a party to
e proceedings and will need to give his version of
the facts and submit himself to cresamination.

the Victorian Court of Appeal) that the members
the jury were thinking straight when they decided

the evidence that they entertained no reason &t might prove to be compelling theatre. If | am

doubt and that George \_/vag guilty. . any judge, the road ahead for this senior cleric may
There has been no finding of Trutin fact, no  pe full of hazards and pitfalls.

finding at all. No finding of innoceficer any . _ o .

satisfactory, reasonable finding of guilt. No findin&%@ﬁvﬁ?sgﬁggﬂ?iogr::;ﬂ:ﬁ:: ;*f”: rzf;?]‘gtpigﬁg;t?:ﬁe

that the Cardinal did not commit the crimes allegecI'Virgins and Jezebels — the Origins of Christian Mysogyny.,

All we can now say is that there is a reasonabl@nis article was published in Pearls & Irritations on 9.4..20

| am Content. DO not be one of them. | respect that. It is difficult in child

sexual abuse matters to satisfy a criminal court that
I the offending has occurred beyond the shadow of a
dISCOUI‘aged doubt. It is a very high standard to resetheavy

WITNESS J in the Pell case burden.

| understand why criminal cases must be proven
beyond all reasonable doubt.-d@® wants to live

respect the decision of the High Court. 1in @ society where people can be imprisoned without

accept the outcome. | understand their viewlue and proper process. This is a basic civil liberty.

that there was not enough evidence to satisiut the price we pay for weighting the system in
the court beyond all reasonable doubt that thi&vour of the accused is that many sexual offences
offending occurred. | understand that the Higit g @i n st children go unp
Court is saying that the prosecution did not mak&mains important that everyone who can report to

out the case to the required standards of proof. the police does so. | would hate to think that one
outcome of this case is that people are discouraged

There are a lot of checks and balances in thg,, renorting to the police. I would like to reassure

criminal justice system and the appeal ProCeSScHild sexual abuse survivors that most people
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recognise the truth when they hear it. They know | thank the media for respecting my privacy and
the truth when they look it in the face. | am conteffior continuing to protect my identity. This has
with that. allowed me to stay on track with my recovery and

| would like to thank the police and the OfficeV€llPeing.
of Public Prosecutions for their work. | have felt This case does not define me. | am a man who
well supported through this journey. My journegame forward for my friend who, sadly, is no
has been long and | am relieved it is over. | halmger with us. | am a man doing my best to be a
my ups and downs. The darkness is never far awaying dad, partner, son, brother and friend. | am
Despite the stress of the legal process and puldang my best to find and hold joy in my life and to
controversy | have tried hard to keep mysegifrovide a safe and loving home for my family.
together. | am OK. | hope that everyone who has
followed this case is OK. *oEx

| make no comment about today’s High Court decision.
But I have a message for every single victim and survivor of child sex abuse:
| see you.
| hear you.
| believe you.
Daniel Andrews MP
Premier of Victoria
1 How is the Catholic church going to convince the
An EaSter ReﬂeCtlon world that it is different frorrglll wh%t it was before
K G | the scandal broke, and continues to plague it?
erry onzales I donodt intend to dwell

accepted the guilty verdict and | also accept the

ith the acquittal of George Pell and thdi 9h  Court 6s decision. W

ABCOs series 0Rev®hgr pgreqgrgere. lisypport the Jegalsyyctures

church has been almost a relief from tH¥e have in place and would prefer that the odd
endless dire COVID19 news cycle. So | though@yilty people got off to protect the innocent in the

would continue this feed. system. The one thing | will address is George
_ . Pel |l 6s statement after hi
First wup | wildl put myl_ bi as ront and centre
he only basis for loftgrm healing is truth and

64 and grew up in a strongly Catholic family, wen
to Catholic schools, married one and brought my
children up in the Catholic faith. However, long
before the sexual abuse scandals surfaced, | had 188t still grappling with the statement as, from
faith in the structures and leaders that controlled ¥eere | sit, the Catholic church has never really
church and | decided that walking away was a nﬁy’@_scrlbed to that message and has consistently and
peaceful and spiritual way to lead my life thandgliberately covered up many truths that could have
continue trying to effect change from within. THed to real healing amongst the many victims of
sky did not fall in and | have not regretted thagedophile priests. Even today the church holds
decision, although | could sometimes do with a #i¢ sanctity of confession over the sanctity of

of communal singing’ where my lack of skill COLqE]iIdren. While this is in place, all funding should
go unnoticed! be withdrawrfrom the church and measures ensuring

o . reaterpublic accountability should be enacted
The continuing problem | have with the Cathol afore it ever resumes.

church is that it does not seem to have learned from

the last couple of years. Oh, it says lots of things butPe€rhaps as a society we need to take a long,
actions seem to be few and far between. So fiR&d look at all churches and especially how they
question | long to have answered is: operate in relation to corporate law. In my mind,

he only basis for justice is truth, because justice
means truth for all.
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any diocese lead by a bishop is a (probably vérthe Catholic church wants to claw back some of
large) corporation and as such should be hdisl prestige, not power, but a real and meaningful
accountable. No CEO can hide behind such weadiglogue with the modern world, then it needs to
words as 0l di dnodt k n semnodsly and bragely addressigsues thateconaelnlthe
leader of any organisation has a responsibilityfaithful, and these extend far beyond the bedroom!

know what is happening in their organisation, in My children and grandchildren are not part of

their name. Even more so if you proclaim yoursglfy, o rch: yet they have a great sense of social
as a moral leader. The Catholic church believers; ice and care for the world around them. In fact

not everr: have the _quuhry of voting outkthelrhCEh g/ oldest daughter assures me that she learned her
So perhaps now is the time to make churchgsgqio justice from Jesus, but | feel her atheism also

legitimate corporations that must abide ems from Jesus as he would certainly not

corporate law, ensuring that there really is jusig,gnise the current church that proclaims his
and truth for all. teaching

In a Cthh that is _talfing the _sexual abuse Is it too little too late for the Catholic church? |
scandal seriously, how is it that Vincent Ryanya, 8t know and to be ho

man convicted several times for shocking crimesi§;e \What | do care about. however. are the many

still a priest. Apparently our local bishops haye; -t i ms o f the churchés

asked R;]ome tﬁ reImO\I/e him and it may be that they e gy ffered over the centuries and continue to do
do not have the local power to do so. Yet a Ve 1qqay | also do care about those faithful who
public statement from the local leaders telling USniinue to suffer due to the actions of their
th_ey will no longer acknowleplge Ryan as a Prfedders. Unfortunately they get vilified along with
might go a long way to restoring a bit of credibilife 4 iity. The only way I can see for the Catholic
in the local church. church to claw its way out of this mess of its own
Pope Francis initially appeared to be a newmaking is to really take the words of George Pell to
broom for the Vatican, but although he says alothte ar t , because 06justice

seems that action is not quite as speedy. To be fa!J am also tired of being told that change within
he does not work alone and it seems that ves% church takes time. | am in my declining years
t

interests in Rome mean that change is still very 1ag apart from the heady days -Magican I
away. Yet it appears that the Pope welcomed {ige is jitle scope for celebrating a church

M&mbracing the modern world. In fact, the opposite

How is it possible to support anyone from thaloems more the norm. Well time is not on the
group when the atrocities they committed are wgﬁh urchés side. Re al peop

known? A step in the right direction, coupled with true

It seems that if you need moral leadership ieamorse and compassion, would go a long way to
this day and age the Catholic church is hardly fheving the way for managed change. However, the
best model. While the Catholic church througholdnger the church goes without change the less
the world continues to agonise over issues that teé&evant it will become and the way forward much
majority of people have moved on from, themore difficult.

nothing can or will change. The Australian bishops| ., reminded of a powerful, but fictional scene

are meeting later this year in a_PIenary Council Q, Claudiusy Robert Graves where, on his death
figure out how to restore confidence and really.y c|audius proclaims:

engage the people of God. Yet | suspect that many ) )

§ Support for divorced and remarried Catholics When what the church has so carefully hidden
and a more compassionate approach to comes to light in its entirety, perhaps then true
annulments in the light of increasing domestic healing can begin for victims and for the church
violence; itself.

The role of women in positions of authority;

Compulsory celibacy; KERRY GONZALES is an unchurched wife, mother, grandmother,
ARC supporter, sometime writer, teacher, student who still takes

Support for the LGBTIQ+ community; an active interest in the world at large.

w W W w

Returning to 8rite confession.
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those involved in this cas

An AUStralian b|ShOp They feel hurt, distresse
and even betrayed by tt

speaks about a national  verdict of the court as we'

‘ . he jud
church ‘fraught with AR S,
o y many  survivors, thei
leISIOn families and supporters, Fag

. , ) can only imagine hoy
Q & A with Bishop Vincent Long of the intensely they feel thel

Parramatta Diocese pain as wounds a
reopened and memories

Joshua J. McElwee revisited.
Thus, the atmosphere around the quashing of

. o . ~ Cardinal Pell s convicti

ike many Catholics in Australia, Bishagoth in the Catholic community and the society at

Vincent Long speaks about the upcomingrge. While some rejoice at his acquittal, others are

plenary council as something of a finfle s s ent hused. lt&6s cert
chance for the national church to show it has k?QHbs for anybody. Instead, the Catholic Church in
reformed on clergy sexual abuse and can stillpb@tralia faces the monumental task of rebuilding
culturally relevant in thesdentury. from the ground up after the devastation of the

In an emailed NCR interview focused on howlerical sexual abuse crisis.

t _h e quashin g o f_ Car di n.a-rhe R&/& rcd@misBich! tobpled GvRhN thé C
might affect the gathering, which has been dfamatic incarceration of Cardinal George Pell,
preparation for two years, Long called the assembly e at ed somet hing 1i ke 8
6the last throw of thenpof hi§ &Hfuittal has not acquitted the Catholic

OWe <cannot go on t heChuch in thisvaountty frameits rdoralsrespomsibilityh e
bishop, who leads the diocese of Parramattagf gonfronting its shameful history. It has made sure
suburb about 15 mil es thatwetcanodt goy they way we have AlMesmust a
eastern coast. 6 We mu shumbly angh boldly addressl thebbiggest challerngealad
the biggest challenge of our time and buildoer time and build a healthier church for future
heal thier church for fgenem@tiors. gener ati ons. o

Following is NCR's full interview with Long, a conventual
Franciscan who fled Vietnam with his family in 1979 and is

Australia’s first Asian-born bishop How do you imagine this kind of atmosphere might
' affect people’s opinions about the plenary council
process?

espite a degree of cynicism, Australian

NCR: How have you been experiencing the atmosphere D
Catholics have responded favourably to the

around the quashing of Cardinal Pell's convictions?
How do you see it affecting Australian Catholics’ views Plenary Council process. With near 18,000

of the church? individual and group submissions in a country of

L ike many Catholics in Australia, | was relievegproximately five million nominal Catholics, it is a
that the legal process has run its course aerharkable sign of hope and trust they have

Cardinal George Pell has had his convictimvested in this synodal exercise.

overturned by the High Court of Australia. It has \ye cannot underestimate the desire for positive

been a long and painful saga for him. and fundamental reforms in the church in Australia

For over a year, he was imprisoned and had gostRoyal Commission period. In many ways,
appeal rejected by a Court of Appeal in Victoparhaps, it is the last throw of the dice and we
where he had been convicted of crimes he lethnot afford to betray the hopes and dreams for a
steadfastly denied. Now, he is free at last andéatter church that they aspire to.

entitled to live his life in peace and dignity. Like it or not, therelease and public rehabilitation
| acknowledge, however, that it has been @in Cardinal Pell will affect the Plenary Council
intense and painful time for many others, especiptycess. Many will be emboldened to promote his


https://www.ncronline.org/authors/joshua-j-mcelwee
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vision for the church in Australia, while otheknowing that everything is in suspense now (with the

believe that his vision falls short of moekded first assembly of the council postponed), what are your

deep and fundamental reforms for the way aheadbiggest hopes for what the council might achieve when
the assembly is eventually able to meet?

Are there any particular steps you think church leaders y biggest hopes for the Plenary Council are
should take now (post the quashing of the convictions) that it will be a genuine exercise in synodality,
in order to foster a more productive atmosphere for the ~ €ven if it is circumscribed by the strictures of Canon
plenary council? Law and existing clerical culture and mindset.

We are almost on the home stretch now as farEven Pope Francis has often warned against an
as the Plenary Council process is concerr@liist process, stacked in favour of the ordained and
There are those who advocate for radical reforthgir likeminded faithful. Against the tendency

but equally there is a vocal movement which séek@war ds cl erical dominan
to resist change and maintain the status quo. has an instinctive ability to discern new ways that the
ord is revealing to the

| believe we cannot afford to let the momentum
for cultural and structural change in the church to The convocation is itself an act of faith and hope
fizzle out. It is for the sake of a healthier church thatthe God of history who accompanies his people
all the baptised participate in its functioning aa#d does new things.

bring their gifts to bear on its transformation. | hope this will be an opportunity for the church

For my part, | am seeking to keep the fifeere to rise from the ashes, to listen to the Spirit,
burning by way of encouraging and facilitating tgpecially through the lay faithful and women, and
voices of theensus fidelidanvarious channels suchnove into a new and promising future.
as listening circles, pastoral councils and other

forums. JOSHUA J McELWEE is the Vatican correspondent for

The National Catholic Reporter
This article was published on 1 May 2020
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It is accepted that St Augustine was the most
important single influence in formulation of the

AL - Churchoés teaching on ori
O”gmal Slna Infant ideas in association with a controversy with Pelagius
on the nature of free will. Pelagius proposed that

Baptlsm, MYth and SeX humans could in theory lead a sinless life by exercise
of their free will without the support of divine grace
Alan Clague and that unbaptised infants who died would not go
to hell. Augustine, on the other hand, taught that

free will was limited and grace was required to avoid

he Catholic Church has reluctantly accep;érr% He claimed thatl Gtenesdls showed tthﬁt the ?'n of .
that the Bible is not a reliable scientific or% 2 ;nh re IS u € ¢ ' rt] h € 0S 3
historical document. It no longer demands® N 0ss 0O e capac

that we believe we live in a geocentric unive S@mto Lt ality Wri t h‘o u tl tdh € t
created about 12,000 years ago. It accepts thagoeﬁu‘a Id tW as b a p %’ S 'f c_ab eta
putative OoOfirst par en Sy ng\@ag/qn eeﬁe%%es_eg_\gehls OWeque

createdde novout of the earth, but by evolutioﬁ’\’OUI have " been .C|°t "~ with “immortality a_nd
[ corruptiono. Augustine

over billions of years. Our DNA shows evidence of. . ) )
interbreeding  of Homo sapieméth the more particularly Romans, but his analysis, based in large

primitive hominid, Neandertal man. Thus, mod art on Romans 5:12, was flawed somewhat because
humansd common ancest df sCC,’UId 6ng‘tdugqﬁrst%nﬂ qGre%kvaéw% Usen g t
have lived over one million years ago. Science&lsod O N €O US Latin tra nsta L
tells us that death is a natural process, not the r&sbit" N © d6 instead of Obecal
of sin. The biblical creation story is a nice myth withOver the centuries, theologians such as St
many messages relevant for today, but it was wriltewmas Aquinas and the Church have softened
in past times for the people of those times, and$oo me of Augustineds pro
today we need to discern those parts that contegminas and the Council of Trent still maintained
eternal truths and those that were an envelogingat human i mmortality w
myth. sin, and St Anselm still claimed that unbaptised

From the myth of Adam and Eve, the Catho"&fants went to hell. Subsequently, some theologians

Church has deduced the doctrine of Original Si99ested that unbaptised babies were sent to

The concept of original sin is one that was discu g’ mb o O not hel .l ' b ut N
by some early Church fathers, particularly pped. Vatican I, |l1umen_Gent|Lemd Gaudlur_n
Augustine, and subsequently by St Thomas Aqui?] ’pesaccepted that Sa"’&!“"” CQUId pe achieved
St Anselm and others. It was reaffirmed and refi t h out baptism: oT he Ho
in the sixth century by the Council of Orange anoof?ﬁs'b'“ty of be|~ng made partners ... in the paschal
the seventeenth century by the Council of TréfYy St @236 (

The effect of Christian baptism to remove originalln recent years, sexual intercourse has been
sin puts original sin at the very heart of an organeseckpted as an integral part of marriage bonding, not
church. Under a h e adijmwugthe mearts ioftploduang odfspring, andri fole as,
Catechism of the Catholic €tpladhs contemporanthe transmitting agent of original sin has been de
Catholic teaching on original sin. It states tleatphasised. What has not been dropped, however,
0Genesis 3 wuses f i gur &the attébutibnafodginal siret@a, sin of Adam dndh e
on to base its text on the interaction of Adam aBde passed on to all humanity. The Catholic Church
Eve with God. Adam and Eve disobey God and asas not discredited by its dropping of belief in six
consequence they and their descendants dages of creation or of a 12,8@arold world or
condemned to die, and their descendants receigther myths of Genesis. It may be unlikely to drop
sin 6transmitted by thp entitp @ griginal sinr{afthough T is eot hdldeby t
statement identifying sexual intercourse as @mthodox Churches), but to associate it with an
means of transmission of original sin was staedt i on of ©6Adam and Eved
specifically by St Augustine. Original sin causedilissdisrepute in modern society. To have associated
of obedience to the will, and this was particuldhg transmission of this sin with sex has been a
manifest in sexual lust, which was lackingin Adamct or in the Churchoés p.
and E wfal@mditpr. e as a necessary evil.
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In past times, it was believed that original sm
could only be removed by baptism, through Whim'f
God forgives all sins. Infants who died witho
baptism, even though they had not committed
actual sin, were condemned to hell. This was
rationale for infant baptism. Entry into the Cathol

e belief in hell for the unbaptised has gone, but
ant baptism lives on. In our society, this may be
fart of the reason why there are so many nominal
dtholics with no active connection to the Church.

uld the Church accept members only when they

Church b | . tant life deci ecifically desire to join, and so allow baptism only
urch became no fonger an important i€ AeCiISigRan 5 person is old enough to make a reasoned

made actively by catechumens, but a PasyXision?
decision made for a powerless individual by others. '

ALAN CLAGUE is a member of the ARC Secretariat.

New book:

Virgins & Jezebels: The Origins of Christian Misogyny
Chris Geraghty

his book is about men and misogyny in the early Christian divurchssecifically abowtomen
and their contribution to the life of the primitive church, though, of course, the two cagnot be

separated.
I n trut h, this book is about power, and Wwho
and regulations devised by members to exclude their women, about theological nonsense dregmed up
preached to keep women in their place, tojund

Kingdonti to keep the keys of that Kingdom safely in clerical hands.

The place of women in the life of the early Church is a vast area of historical and theological study, |
my principal focus is confined to the startling prevalence of misogynistic attitudes and practies in t
various regions in which Jesusd® gospel was|] spt

The world has moved on from those earlier finaesl for the better. Society now has female pfime

ministers, governors, judges, lawyers, surgeons, cricketers, soldiers, commentators, joufnalists

jockey@ but not archbishops or bishops or even common priests ... at least not in the Romar] Catholi
Church.

" SOCIAL DISTANCING GOES T0 CONFESSION ...
B0 (071 1)
EginiElainiat

e 5
A 4 [ A R Al

PRIEST. SPEAICUP! 1/54ID. .. T BROKE THE Vil
| AN'T HEAR YOUL U COMMAMDME%T‘ ul%‘meg n
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Here we go, one by one:

The end of Clericalism

Phy”iS Zagano Confession
Recently, the pope pointed out that reconciliation

- can be postponed until the proper form is
_sthe human race joins the rest Ofthe.planetpossible. Despite historical documentation of
in a struggle for survival, the church is also

trving to find its footi confessing to laymen (notably on the battlefield),
fying to tind its tfooting. to abbesses and deaatbesses (within their

For too long say, 800 to 1,000 yédathe territories), and to deacons, the canons of the
sacramental life of the church has been underl@'-century Council of Trent reserved
priestly lock and key. Around theh b@ntury, the sacramental reconciliation to priests granted
custom of stipends for Masses arose. Suddenly, theridical faculties from their bishops, and that has
spiritual value of me n @oschapgeday er s gained over
spiritual value of womenaos prayers and women
abbeys and monasteries failed one after another.

Coincidentally, theursus honoftudc o u r énglntlngo f
honour 6) ended t he di albeosacament oh the sk, gnee roacasioralyt
vocation. Unless one was destined for priesthoodadministered by laypersons and often by women
he could not be ordained as deacon. Very few menleacons (to other women), is now restricted to
became Oper manentd d epiests. fCenfessiannodcurs (i eqoested) prior to
deacon8 even abbessesvere no longer ordained. anointing, but only a priest, sometimes using an
: . - , d0instrumentd to apply t
Which brings us back to clericalism, the att'tUdecanCanon 100002t include a nurse or doctor as

that grace is dispensed to the people of God only b)é n Ginstrumentd? The !

a clgrlc, preferably a priest. Thousands of priests arl@lassachusetts, thought so, but the Curia quickly
not like that. But thousands are. )
slammed that window down.

Pope Francis alluded to the problera recent
homily Eucharistic celebrations on television and

radi o, he said, creat éMarriage 6 gnostic familiarity,
community. Virtual celebrations provide some ~ ... 11 stipulates that if a proper minjster
spiritual nourishment, (%eédd. cleléilc i§ Yot gvéilgblerilné:ﬁe foreSeBabIE ¢

Francis said, church means coming together t

Future t hen t wo wi tne
share the bread. '

consent create a valid marriage. Bishops in
The deeper problem with electronic Eucharists ismission territories often grant faculties for
they reduce prayer to priestly performance. What isvitnessing marriage, and for solemnly baptising,
the difference between today and the 1950s, wheto lay ecclesial ministers (recall, 60% of Amazon
the priest with his back to the congregation, parishes are managed by women), but the legal
mumbl ed on and on i n L apracess aan ©6eh icisnbdsames dCould the
n? Somgandemic remind the church that couples

What does participation in the Mass mea administer this sacrament to each other?

folks have taken to bringing their own bread and
wine to the TV room, or even performingido
yourself liturgies without a broadcasting priest. Are

. So where is O6churcho in
these intended to do as the church does? Does
either create the communion of church? We are clearly all in this together and we hunger

. for grace. We need community, we need blessing,
Then, there are other sacraments to think abgyl, joq charity. Community is where we find it. No

Drive-by confessions are an interesting innovati%‘nger the Friday fish fry, it is the Thursday

but sacramental_ anointi_ng of the_ thousa_nds of .dymﬂarnoon Zoom with college friends. It is folks on
COVID-19 patients is practically impossibl

. . h e supermarket line. It is the garbage collectors
Marriages can be contracted without a priest, but 8ﬁking and waving. Blessings cgme-egxmsial

Egollt( from chanceries to let that canon out of ﬂﬁ]ey come from the school crossing guard, now


https://www.ncronline.org/authors/phyllis-zagano
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/pope/news/2020-04/pope-franci-daily-mass-casa-santa-marta-prays-pregnant-women.html
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/pope/news/2020-04/pope-franci-daily-mass-casa-santa-marta-prays-pregnant-women.html
https://www.masslive.com/coronavirus/2020/04/coronavirus-springfield-diocese-reviews-suspension-on-anointing-of-sick-during-covid-19-outbreak.html

ARCVoice—No. 77— June 2020 13

directing traffic at the testisgi t e, wh o sTheypspe is @dBect Electronic liturgies do not
bl ess you, honey, g 0 o doring uscsgir@iually tbdether. We arm still detached,
l andl ord forgives a maagetherdst nat tegether. ThE koagnunity,ochengaid, w
the market owner slips a pound cake in the bag,i®ra sacrament. It is the community that brings
the house. intimacy with Christ that brings intimacy with the

And charity is all around us. Yes, we learn abBB{y faithful people of God. It is community we

it on television and Facebook, but who cann@®t®%:

appreciate the nurse travelling hundreds of miles tdifficult as it is, | rather think we are getting
give another nurse a break? What about there.

restaurant  owner Who packs lu_nCheS for the Phyllis Zagano is senior research associate-in-
homeless? Try counting the soup kitchens and food (egigence at Hofstra University in Hempstead, New

banks that work, day after day after day because it iS  York. This article was published in the National

the Christian, or Jewish, or Muslim thing to do. Catholic Reporter on 21 April 2020

A B|b|e fOI’ Women’? compared with men, and being warned against the
love of money is somewhat pointless to a sex who
Noelene Uren even now own only 1 per
wealth.

Recently | read an article in thendon Times Consi dering this, it i
Magazirey Caitlin Moran. She posed a veroblems are fundamentally different to those of

i nteresting theor y:mems fwhwhem the Biblehappeapsi t hage bees
for women? What if they were never intended to Wetten. Does that mean that we are not in need of
its audience?5d betterment? Of course not! Women can be awful.
ho hasndt met a woman s

centuries were merely chattels, even be consid ga.ﬂife has t_urned out that she .makes everyone
A woman was owned by her father, then h%rround her m§erablg. Or the gossip who delights in
husband, or if no husband came along by et hers?o mi S.f ortune and n
brother who could pack her off to a convent if stsYoNe: Or the social climber who must forever top
proved to be too much of a nuisance. womgfRme good NEWS c_)f yours with something b!gger,
coul dnét own property MOELEPENSVE O st péalw Be’tterttri]ap an;f/tthwgs%fl
inherit money on marriage, it became th%irfrfo ur-s A una N 0 de ©
husbandds. We are al NBPYESS: }II\{O{T'I?_I’]IV\L_J;?I{A%I’ or Qobtg%d"h En'tb't’i |
historical records and if women did want to succéif ¢rYINg out for spiritual guidance and advice, but

in, for instance, literature, they published undefHoUr readings, gospels and even, more often than
not, our sermons are based on the old and new

It makes sense. Why would women, who f

male name. . .
_ testaments, and our Church is_dominated by men.
Being told to be humbhg e ntdd Yarelf dvaligbRloush a2V e muc
choice. The same applle§, t o oTCu.r.n t.he %trg]er. c |
| t i sndt a deci sion forothrHIéOW. a'wr&agé"&in}aY?ﬁeJ'rét'
ommandment i n a women

survival tactic where most of those in power are ~
simply bigger and stro'.nnﬁdqrto.thyaonur§8ljfﬁoSﬁc}nri
being exhorted to take care of the sick and feed Hikte all the time.

hungry wasndt ever an Weganawayshope u

been pretty much o6womends wor k?©o. I
6Thou shalt not kill d,
nasty female murderers but statistically it is rare

L d
0Ss
| G
| t has a

0s what we
a

S
t
y ﬁO?:LENE UE{EIOiseea r'étirgd primllry sc}wloo?princBal.e en S0
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TheLord’SPrayer The Lordés Prayer is ev

Parliament at the beginning of each session, despite

a Critique moves to have it replaced as it becomes increasingly
irrelevant in our muitacial, multfaith and non
Margaret Knowlden religious Australian society. Perhaps it is too much

to expect that some elected members might be
moved enough by the ment |
reminded that, while well remunerated themselves,
t 6 s -eut! Ang pccasion, when a bit ofgenuine hardship still exists for many of their
spiritual input is called for, someone suggestenstitueni$ and to press for changes to
OLet 0s OsraFathért haen d t h éegislptien® pr ircrease in the New Start Allowance
dutifully responidl whether mumbling the words inand low rental housing would be a good start!

unthinking parrefashion or, perhaps for some, . .
with a deep personal feeling of connection with twiﬁrgt@vi\t/ﬁjfteégﬂezeévfahr? ?um\fkmg book

Divine. It is, after all, the prayer Jesus taught his _ _
disciples to séyor so we are tofihence The image of God found |
sacrosanct and its removal tantamount to was of a remote being upon whom we were

blasphemy. Imagine the Mass without it. But do weentirely dependent: God gave us our food,
really consider what it is saying? forgave us our sins, and saved us from mortal

_ _ruin. Implicit in every line was our inability to
| only once heard a priest alert the congregationy o anyt hing without God?d

to the danger that lurks in the worsrgive us our

trespasses as we forgive those that tresphesagdmst@d, t @0s ~ songwr i ter hus
are not prepared to forgive other human beings (84g9ested the following rtreistic substitute:

family feuds)hen why should we expectAimighty As | live every day,

to be any different? It is worth pondering on. | want to be a channel for peace.

May | bring love where there is hatred
and healing where there is hurt;
joy where there is sadness

Is it God who vents his/her spleen on the
Australian people and its landscape with its fearful
droughts and bushfires and now the fiirois :
arendt t hrmeade? dawsmarsy ofmahave ?g(rjagotﬁgtvlwrf;?/ g?\fvgey;stf;ar.
suffered the pangs of real hunger? And even if we ;5\ nderstand and comfort other people
did, would saying this prayer bring instant relief like ;¢ \yell as seeking comfort and
manna falling from heaven? Do we live in constant ngerstanding from them.
dread of being 0l ead i niyRerederpd8siblearay|enboletolhy God
by the devil or other human beings)? Will it ensure 3 light in the darkness,
deliverance from all dvilvhatever that may be? a help in times of need,

(Child abuse comes to mind.) Is this really the and a caring, honest friend.
image of God we need to preserve? And may justice, kindness, and peace

0Say three Our Father Sél()mvvégognmghe%rtgoheﬁegl penance wkt
the priest judges that the sins confessed merit a '

hars t] € r~ sentence tha nSourcgz &ret% Vospesr: Wltl]; orthﬁoEt God—owh}_thlg v&ay?ve%ve
Maryodso. is more important than what we believe

Canada: Harper Perennial, 2008

Ha i

ined by Orthodox, Anglican and Protestarlnt
leaders and faithful from around the worlq,
Pope Francis led the recitationToeL or d 8,s | Pr ay er
i mploring Godds mer cy|l on humanity
coronavirus pandemic.

Source: NCR Online
26 March 2020
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In the preparation for the Inaugural Conference
y of 4-6 October 2002, which was held at Abbotsleigh

ARC S Early DayS College at Wahroonga, the Secretariat felt that the

venue needed a background visual on the stage. So
Remembered within two weeks | designed a medioured
spectrum which was made using long drops of felt
Alan HoIroyd materiadd which followed the approach | used

regul arly at St Mi chae

church at Meadowbank in Sydn *

- : , >  The design was explained at = ¢
published and the opening article was en@ttledopenin of the conference and it h=::

welcoming word fromg, |£sfﬁ1g& Bublicatior'lite &y feaflri *;
(signed by) Barbara Campbell, Ted Lambert and JiMs miniature form iARC\Voicéor
Taverne. The third paragraph is worthy of quoting:ihe next ten issues.

We currently live in a very interesting epoch
when knowledge has increased exponentially ands
continues to do so. New light has been shone on
our universe both spatially and back through

I n October 2001 the first issueAd2CVoicavas

Barbara was a charming lady, devoted to her
mall dog named Walter. Whenever she spoke at
meetings Walter was nearby or -trated, out in
time. We rexamined our beliefs in this new her car with toys to occupy his time. .At one

light. meeting, Walter had not bger) happy at belng I(_afy in

) ) ) ) the car, so Barbara held him in her arm while giving
Even though the article has triple signatures, its M8 opening address, and so receiving tumultuous

scribe would have been Barbara Campbell who W@gause at the end of her speech. Walter endeared
also responsible for launching the joukCVoice L i msel f even more by 0si

In Issue No. 3, Barbara gives thanks to Bill Welsh of y
Epiphanmagazines who did the layout and the-print er home in Sydneyds bes

run of the first two editions. From that time,_l_ h i the f ted il q
Margaret Knowlden accepted the tasks of editin € house was Up In the forested Nills and, as
pointed, we were invited for morning tea. After

typing and layout GiRCVoick as she does today, her welcome, Barbara ushered us into the dining

nineteen years later. . ) . .
room which had an expansive glass window givin

Mar garetds first meetdnpgvieWd of the s&Bunding budhlafBUGhée al
been serendipitous. Onywe seW@dMBeNsitSat the ading NeBIE &rfdl thénn
Sydney in 2002 Barbara was struggling in the wingsi@para turned and approached a decorative
hold up the banner for Ordination for CatholiGygoden armchair, three legs placed on a large
Women and Margaret offered to help. Later thgyper box, while the fourth leg sat on an adjoining
met again at St Ant homy § harrow Sfake’ i@ thetbighel Sox. Arerh ¢
Barbara mentioned she was sefting UP @Arbara finished serving our tea and cake, she
organisation to_reform the Catholic Chur_dslng a climbed up into the armchair with her cuppa in
manual typewriter and a telephone! With compuieing. Then laughing, she told us that this assembly

experience from typesettinfome@hurch Journalyowed her to see down to the beach, where she
and WATAC News and being recently retired,sywam every morning for thirty minutes.

Margaret oﬁered 0 heﬁpan_d the restis history. _ Barbara retired from the ARC secretariat in 2004.
By that time | had designed the ARC 10go in ghe is now in a nursing home in Lithgow and_still
stage as what s ter mgHeved the fewstle® ¥ 8 thanid tohbrividien,
thankfully was accepted at the Secretariat meetfgether with that of Ted and Jim (both now
The brief | followed included the essential featué%ceased), that we can continue to be part of the
insisted by Ted Lambert, which was the map gf, e w | i ghtd that shines
Australia and the lettering style was a mix of UPREices crying out for reform of our church. We owe _

and | ower <case, usi ng pek dgPeat Y66t bf Gratitude 0 @ar c voiceod
March 2002, Issue NoARCVoicavas in the font

named O6Centuryd in | ower <case, spelt as one W
while the logo and full title was placed in a rectangle.  ALANHOLROYD is the illustrator for ARCVoice.

One of the unusual points in the design is that the

|l etter 0CO0 has the shape of the crucifix on it

My wife and | had occasion to visit Barbara at
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